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THE CIRCULAR, 


Is an exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 


Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the’world, and 
it will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art and the News of 
the World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
ual point of view, and in their relations to the great Provi- 
dential movement of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out. money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them, Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, ‘* Discontinue.” 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 








PUBLICATIONS. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those who seek the 
Faith of the Primitive Church: an octavo volume of 500 
pages. By J. H. Noyes. Price, $1.50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
B the Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
All who wish to understand Bis_te Communisu—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint 
themselves with the contents of this book. 





BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the Annual Re- 
ports and other publications of the Oneida Community 
and its branches; presenting, in connection with their 
History, a summary view of their Religious and Social The- 
ories. 128 pages, octavo. Price, 50 cents. 

SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Noyes. Pamphlet, 10 cents. 
t= Past Volumes of the Circular can be furnished to 

order; and any of the above publications may be sent by 

mail to all parts of the country. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY: 
Where and What it Is. 











The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and chil- 
dren, nearly in equal proportions. They own 
456 acres of land, in the towns of Lenox and Ver- 


non, State of New-York; Post Office address, | p 


Oneida, N. Y. For an account of their manu- 
factures and productions, see a card in the next 
column. 

The Community has been established here about 
fifteen years, and is self-supporting. There is a 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn., 
which is also self-supporting. 

The members of the Community hold among 
their distinguishing points of belief, that Jesus 
Christ is offered to mankind as a perfect Savior 
from selfishness; that personal regeneration 
through him is the only true foundation for re- 
form; that his Second Coming, together with 
the establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
a perfect Social State in the heavenly world, took 
place at the close of the apostolic age; that all 
good and evil are the results of spiritual agency, 
and hence that faith is the best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 
age of miracles is not past, &c. Fora more full 
statement of their religious views and the reasons 
thereof, see the Bercan, a book published by the 
Community. 

The Social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that aught of the things that he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
common ;” or like the condition expressed by 
Christ in his last prayer for his disciples: “ All 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This So- 
cial order bases itself, logically, on our views of 
Christianity, which, as a perfect system, requires 
an unselfish condition of society ; and historically, 
on the fact that a model of perfect Communism 
has been in successful operation in the interior 
world for eighteen hundred years, and is now 
apres. extension and recognition among men. 

n exposition of the Social Theory here indica- 
ted may be found in Bible Communism, a pam- 
phlet of the Community. 

For its government, the Community has no 
formal Constitution, or code of Laws, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of, a good spirit, secur- 
Ing a vital organization throughout, like that 
which animates the human body, and on the ex- 
ercise of Free Criticism on the part of all its 
Members. The most spiritual and discerning 
among them securing the most confidence, have 
Naturally the most influence. JoHn H. Noyes, 
4s the man by whom the truths of Communism 
have been mainly brought forth in this age, is 
Tespected as a true leader. In business, those 
Persons whose attractions and capacities fit them 
for posts of responsibility, are sought for and 
Placed in charge of the different departments. 

ersons wishing for a more extended knowl- 
edge of the Community, may gain it by reading 
its publications, or by correspondence with its 
retary. If a personal visit is desired, the con- 
Venience of the Community as to the time and 
circumstances of receiving it should first be con- 


offered on such terms as make it accessible to ev- 
ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
the ability to do so, will deal generously with the 
Community in sharing its expense, and contribu- 
we hy its usefulness, To the poor it is offered as 
& g1 


The following may serve as a condensed for- 
mula of 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 

The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 
in the interior sphere at his Second Coming, 
A. D. 70. ] 

Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and con- 
fession of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfish- 
ness. 

Resurrection of the body, as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing 
Youth, and abolishing death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

prem every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 
voted to God. 


Yhe Gommunity, 


Oneida, N. Y., 











MANUFACTURERS OF 

Steel Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping, and warranted. 

Traveling- of various materials and the latest 
iniproved styles. 

Mop-Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 

Preserved Fruits, put up in glass quart jars, se- 
curely sealed and warranted. 





DEALERS IN 


SEWING-SILKS, 
A full assortment of which for the supply of 
Merchants and Manufacturers is gener- 

ally on hand. 





Orders for any of the above articles, accom- 
anied by cash or satisfactory reference, will be 
carefully and promptly attended to. 
padoees 0 EIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 
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From the Berean. 


The Origin of Evil. 


Continued. 





IV. All the positive evidence which the 
Bible furnishes on the subject of the origin of 
the Devil, goes to prove that he is uncrea- 
ted. . 
1. We learn from Gen. 2: 9, and 3: 5, 22, 
that “God knew good and evil” before the 
fall of Adam. Evil therefore existed at that 
time; but not in the things which God had 
made, for he pronounced them all “ very 
good.” Where then did it exist, if not in an 
uncreated Devil? We have no allusion in 
all the Bible to the fall of any angels in the 
period between the creation and the fall of 
Adam, A fact so momentous must no* be 
assumed without proof. That the Devil was 
the evil power which God knew before the fall 
of Adam, and that he was the seducer of Eve, 
and the father of Cain, is evident from Rev. 
12: 9, Rom. 16: 20, 1 John 3: 12, &e. If he 
existed at the time of the fall, and was the 
Devil then, as these texts and the whole ten- 
or of scripture indicate, we must either con- 
clude that God created him a devil, which is 
contrary to Gen. 1: 31; or that he was crea- 
ted good and had fallen, of which there is no 
account; or lastly, that he was uncreated. 
2. In the parable of the tares and wheat, 
Matt. 13: 24—43, the person who sowed the 
tares (i. e. the representative of the Devil, 
as appears by the subsequent explanation) is 
not described as a rebellious son or servant 
of the owner of the field, but as “an enemy,” 
altogether alien from his household, which is 


of creation. Indeed if the Devil is a created 
being, who has fallen from original holiness, 


the moral field; and the question “ Whence 
came the tares?’ should have been asked 
first of all with reference to his apostasy.— 
To answer the question, “ Whence came the 
sins of mankind?” by affirming that the Devil 
is the author of them, is only removing the 


causation, without clearing it up, unless we 
can stop at this second link, and believe that 


evil, as God is of good. This is the idea 
which Christ evidently intended to convey. 
He places the Devil, not in the created field, 
as one of the seeds which God sowed, but 
side by side with the uncreated Son of man, 
as a primary sower of seed. If the parable 
teaches anything, it teaches that the Devil 
existed and was anenemy, before the world 
was made; and that his agency for evil is 
coérdinate with that of Christ for good. 

3. Christ says “the Devil was a murderer 
From the beginning.” John 8: 44. From the 
beginning of what? If we say from the be- 
ginning of his existence—which is the most 
natural construction—we must either admit 
that God created him a murderer, which is 
contrary to Gen. 1: 31; or that he was un- 
created. If we say, from the beginning of 
the world; then again, we must either show 
that he was created before the beginning of 
the world, and had fallen—which we cannot 
do—or we must say that God created him 
at the beginning of the world a murderer,— 
or that he was uncreated. If we deny as 
some do, that the text means anything more 
than that the Devil was the first sinner, we 
must place his apostasy before Adam’s ; and 
Adam’s fall is the first we have any account 
of after creation: so that we must either 
build up a baseless supposition of the Devil’s 
apostasy, in the period between creation and 
the fall of Adam, or we must admit that he 
was uncreated. Ifit is said that the clause 
following the text, viz., “he abode not in 
the truth,” is evidence of his apostasy, we 
reply, that the Greek word translated abode, 
is the same that occurs in John 1: 26—*“there 
standeth one among you,” &c. Its first and 
principal meaning is simply 4 stand ; and 
the translators undoubtedly used their doc- 
trinal, more than their philological judg- 
ment, in rendering it abode. But admitting 
that it means abode, it still appears from what 
follows the clause in question, that if the 
Devil was ever in the truth, the truth never 
was in him. “He abode not in the truth, 
because there isno truth in him.” We may 
take this as a passage parallel to 1 John 2: 
19—“ They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us.” The 
Devil forsook the external fellowship of the 
truth (which we may admit he once enjoyed, 
as he came before the Lord with the sons of 
God, Job 1: 6), because he never had inter- 
nal fellowship with it. If we have regard, 
in determining the meaning of the phrase 
“from the beginning,” to the usus loguendi 
of the evangelist in whose writings it occurs, 
we must come to the conclusion that he 
means to designate by it, eternal pre-exist- 
ence. He constantly describes the pre-ex- 
istence of Christ thus: “That which was from 
the beginning.” 1 John 1:1. “I write unto 
you, fathers, because ye have known him 
that is from the beginning,” 2: 18,14. In 
these cases, it is generally admitted that the 
phrase refers to Christ’s existence before 
creation. But why should we change its 


he should have been considered as a part of} V. 


question one link farther back in the chain of 


the Devil is in fact the uncreated author of 


next page of the same discourse, says, “The 
Devil sinneth from the beginning?” 

Our position that the Devil is an un- 
created being, is confirmed by its harmony 
with several remarkable phenomena which 
we find connected with his character and his- 
tory in the Bible. 

1. Many passages of scripture place Satan 
on one hand, and God or his Son on the other, 
in an antithesis which apparently implies that 
they are codrdinate antagonists. For exam- 
ple,—Christ commissioned Paul “to open the 
blind eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God.” Acts 26:18. James says, “Resist the 
Devil and he will flee from you; draw nigh 
unto God, and he will draw nigh unto you.” 
Jas. 4: 7,8. In the parable of the tares and 
wheat, as we have seen, Christ is represented 
on one hand, as sowing the good seed—“the 
children of the kingdom ;” and the Devil on 
the other, as sowing the evil seed—“the chil- 
dren of the wicked one.” Christ is the life 
of the world: “the Devil hath the power of 
death.” Christ is the light of men: the Dev- 
il is “the ruler of the darknéss of this world, 
and blinds the minds of them that believe 
not.” Christ is “faithful and true”—is that 
word which is truth: the Devil “is a liar and 
the father of it,’ and “there is no truth in 
him.” Christ so loved mankind that he laid 
down his life to save them: the Devil “was 
a murderer from the beginning,” and “as a 
roaring lion, seeketh whom he may devour.” 
The propriety and force of all this antithesis 
is greatly diminished if we suppose the Dev- 
il to be merely a created being. 

2. It appears from several passages in the 
Bible, that Satan’s ruling passion is ambition 
for divine worship. In his final assault on 
the integrity of Christ, he took him up into 
a high mountain, showed him all the king- 
doms of the world, and said, “ All these things 
willl give thee if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me.” Matt. 4:9. The Man of Sin, 
who is an incarnation of Satan, is represen- 
ted as “opposing and exalting himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshiped ; 
so thai he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God.” 2 Thess. 
2:4. Now it is hardly supposable, that a 
being, necessarily conscious, as all mere crea- 
tures must be, of a finite, subordinate nature, 
should seriously undertake rivalship with God. 
But that an uncreated being should do so is 
perfectly natural. 

3. The fact that it was found necessary to 
send an uncreated being into the world to 
overcome the Devil, indicates that he was 
uncreated. If he had been a man, he might 
have been overcome by aman. If he had 
been only a fallen angel, we may presume 
that a stronger angel might have been found 
among the hosts of heaven. If he had been 
super-angelic, and yet a created being, it is 
certainly probable that an antagonist might 
have been found or prepared within the bounds 
of creation, strong enough to encounter and 
overcome him. It is only on the supposition 
of his eternal nature, that we can see the fit- 
ness of the mission against him of the eternal 
Son of God. 

In view of these considerations, and in the 
absence of all counteracting evidence, we rest 
in the conclusion that the Devil is an uncrea- 
ted being; and that evil existed from ceter- 
nity. We will now glance at some of the 
consequences of this conclusion. 

1. Itis obvious that this theory modifies 
in some important respects, the common doc- 
trine concerning the divine pecrers. All 
will admit that God’s own existence and char- 
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will make the same admission in regard to 
the existence and character of his uncreated 
Son. To these two primary, undecreed exis- 
tences we add a third, viz., that of “ the wick- 
ed one.” We regard the circle of creation 
as the boundary of God’s decrees; and the 
existence and antagonism of good and evil not 
as the subjects, but as the antecedents and 
motives of the act of creation, and of all re- 
sulting decrees. The universe was manifest- 
ly created for the purpose of furnishing a thea- 
ter of action for uncreated good and evil— 
a battle-field whereon the Son of God and the 
Devil might both array themselves, and come 
to decisive conflict, that the character and 
strength of each might be tested, and each 
finally rewarded according to his manifested 
deserts. From the fact that God’s fore- 
knowledge extends to all events, and that he 
might have abstained {rom creation, it follows 
that his decrees, in a certain sense, extend to 
every particular of the great conflict:—evil as 
well as good. But we must bear in mind 
when we refer any evil event to his purpose 
and agency, that his part in the transaction is 
simply to furnish the vehicle and form, to de- 
termine the time and circumstances of uncrea- 
ted evil. A general, for the purpose of ulti- 
mately insnaring and destroying his adversa- 
ry, may open to him the passes and barriers 
of his own territory, and allow for a time a 
_desolating invasion. In such a case it might 
be said that the general, by his foresight and 
permission actually purposed all the move- 
ments of his adversary ; but not his existence 
and enmity, which made those purposes ne- 
cessary. So it may properly be said that 
God decrees all the movements of the Devil 
‘in this world; but not his existence and wick- 
edness, which make it necessary that those 
movements should be allowed, that he may 
expose and destroy himself, 

2. Our theory leads to new views of the na- 
ture and extent of human pepraviry. As 
the source of all evil in this world is an un- 
created evil being, it is evident that the ulti- 
mate principle of corruption in mankind is 
spiritual, Men are wicked because they are 
enveloped in the spirit of “the wicked one,” 
and so are “led captive at his will,” This 
is true of all, in their primary, unregenerate 
state. 

But there is a subdivision in the depravity 
of human nature. Adam, who was originally 
the workmanship of God, and a vessel of 
spiritual good, became by his fall a subject of 
the Devil, and a vessel of spiritual evil. The 
streams from the two eternal fountains flowed 
together in him, His spiritual nature was 
primarily good, as proceeding from God; but 
secondarily evil, as pervaded by the Devil. 
With this compound character, he had the 
power of propagating his own likeness; and 
in giving direction to that power, the antag- 
onistic elements of uncreated good and evil 
were both concerned. In fact, this was the 
point of their most radical conflict. As the 
offspring of Adam’s body was two-fold, distin- 
guished into male and female, part following 
the nature of the primary, and part the nature 
of the secondary parent; so the offspring of 
his spiritual nature was two-fold, distinguished 
like that nature, into good and evil, part fol- 
lowing the character of the primary and 
part the character of the secondary spiritual 
element. In other words, Adam had two sorts 
of spiritual children—one of them like him- 
self, primarily of God, and secondarily of 
the Devil, of whom Abel was a specimen ; 
the other, primarily of the Devil and second- 
arily of God, of whom Cain was a speci- 
men. See1l John 3: 12. Thus mankind are 
divided spiritually into two classes of differ- 
ent original characters, proceeding respec- 
tively from uncreated good and evil. Christ’s 
explanation of the parable of the tares and 
wheat plainly coincides with this theory. 
“He answered and said unto them, He that 
soweth the good seed is the Sonof man; the 
feldis the world ; the good seed are the cum- 
orEN Of the kingdom ; but the tares are the 
CHILDREN Of the wickedone ; the enemy that 


sowed them is the Devil.” Matt. 13: 37—39. 
The reader will observe that two classes of 
persons (not merely of moral qualities) are 
here represented by the good and evil seed. 
These two classes are evidently alluded to in 
Gen. 3: 15, under the names of “the seed of 
the woman” and “ the seed of the serpent ;” 
and their conflict and final destinies are pre- 
dicted. (For further evidence see Matt. 11: 
19, 15: 13, 23: 38, John 8: 388—47, 10: 26 
—27.) Thedepravity of mankind, then, is 
of two sorts. The seed of the woman are 
depraved, as Adam was after the fall—not 
in their original individual spirits which are 
of God, but by their spiritual combination 
with and subjection to the Devil. In other 
words, they are possessed of the Devil, and as 
to their voluntary or objective characters are 
totally depraved. Yet they are not subjec- 
tively devils. The divinity of their origin is 
evinced by the fact that they hear and receive 
the word of God when it comes to them. 
“ Wisdom is justified of her childeren.” Matt. 
15:13. “ He that is of God heareth God’s 
words.” John 8:47. “My sheep hear my 
voice.” 10: 27. On the other hand, the seed 
of the serpent are depraved as Cain was,— 
not only by combination with and subjection 
to the Devil, but by original spiritual iden- 
tity with him. They are not only possessed 
of the Devil, but are radically prvits THEM- 
seLves. And their distinctive character and 
origin is evinced by the fact that they have 
no ear for the word of God. “ Ye therefore 
hear not, because ye are not of God.” John 
8:47. “Ye believe not, because ye are not 
of my sheep.” 10; 26. 

The most formidable objection to these 
views may be stated thus: If there is an origi- 
nal difference in the spiritual natures of men, 
from which the difference in their voluntary 
characters proceeds, how can they properly 
be treated as moral agents, subjects of law, 
worthy of praise and blame? In order to 
answer this question, we must define moral 
agency. A free moral agent, then, is a being 
who has power to act, and knowledge of the 
right and wrong of actions. So Paul lays 
his foundation :—“ The wrath of God,” says 
he, “is revealed against all unrighteousness 
of men, ... because that when they knew 
God they glorified him not as God, ... but 
worshiped the creature,” &c. Rom. 1: 18— 
25. Here is, first, the power of worshiping 
God (for the same faculties that enable one 
to worship the creature, are sufficient for the 
worship of the Creator ); and, secondly, the 
requisite knowledge of God’s right to be wor- 
shiped. Having simply these two qualifica- 
tions, the ungodly are pronounced “without 
excuse”—proper subjects of the wrath of 
God. Observe that the disposition or pro- 
pensity is not taken into account, It is not 
necessary that a person should have a good 
disposition, or should be free from an evil 
one, in order to constitute him a moral agent, 
responsible for his actions. It seems to 
be thought by some, that the presence of a 
strong propensity either to good or evil, 
must take away free agency, even where the 
power of action and the knowledge of right 
and wrong exist. But if this were true, 
God could not be regarded as a free agent; 
for his propensity to righteousness js all-con- 
trolling and unchangeable. As God with 
such a propensity, is yet a praiseworthy free 
agent, because he has the knowledge requi- 
site to do evil as well as good; so the Devil, 
with an all-controlling and unchangeable pro- 
pensity to unrighteousness, is yet a free a- 
gent, worthy of condemnation, because he 
has the requisite power and knowledge to 
do good as well asevil. The truth is, com- 
mon sense in the matters of this world never 
make the presence or absence of any given 
propensity, or a balance of propensities, or 
a state of indifference, necessary to free 
agency. The drunkard may have an un- 


conquerable attachment to strong drink; yet 
he is condemned, because he has power to 
abstain, and knowledge of his duty. 

If then the disposition is not to be taken 








into the account in our definition of a moral 
agent, much more is all consideration of the 
source of that disposition to be excluded from 
the account. If a person has the requisite 
power and knowledge, it is utterly irrelevant 
to inquire either what his disposition is, or 
where it came from. He is a free agent, 
without excuse for doing wrong. He may 
have a propensity to evil stronger than death ; 
and that propensity may be either without 
beginning or innate, or produced by himself; 
still, according to the philosophy of Paul, and 
of common sense, he is a free moral agent, 
justly punishable for his unrighteousness. 

Now to apply this philosophy to our views 
of human depravity. When we say that a 
part of mankind are the seed of the Devil, 
spiritually depraved as he is, we affirm noth- 
ing inconsistent with their free agency ; for 
spiritual depravity affects only the disposition, 
not the power and knowledge of the agent.— 
The Devil himself depraved as he is, is a 
moral agent, free to, do right as well as 
wrong; and certainly his seed are not less 
free. If men have power to do wrong, they 
have power to do right; for so far as natural 
power is concerned, it is as easy to glorify 
God as to glorify self—as easy to feed one’s 
neighbor as to kill him. And if men know 
their own rights and wrongs, they know the 
rights and wrongs of every other being; for 
the whole law of God is summed up in this: 
“ Whatsoever ye would that others do to 
you, do ye even so to them.” Having then 
the two essentials of moral agency, their dis- 
position, though it be diabolical and innate, 
does in no way affect their freedom and re- 
sponsibility. 

To be continued. 
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Hadean Spiritualism, Again.—No. 2. 





Our correspondent continues : 

I know, and so stated from the beginning, that 
less than one tenth of mankind have ever been 
mediums ; and being in so small a minority have 
always been the subjects of persecution. Your 
scripture quotations prove this fact, and nothing 
more. You assert that “only three instances of 
communication with good spirits from that world 
are recorded in the whole Bible.” Assertions 
are cheap; soI shall assert nothing more than 
what I believe when I say there are more than 
8,000. The words Lord, angel and messenger 
are used to designate good spirits from the Sum- 
Most of the communications of the 
prophets were from this source. The angelic 
communications and interviews with the Patri- 
archs, and with Lot, were the same; the angels 
that appeared to Joseph, and the multitude of 
angels that appeared to the shepherds, to tell 
where Christ lay’; the angels that rolled the 
stone from the door of the sepulcher, all the 
same. And then the angel that shewed John the 
revelator in the Isle of Patmos “ those things,” de- 
elared to John that he. was his fellow servant. 
So fullis the Bible of communications from the 
Summer-land, that some have supposed the whole 
Bible was dictated by good spirits. 

[Our quotations from the Bible we think 
prove something more than the mere fact of 
the persecution of those who dealt with fa- 
miliar spirits. They prove that there are 
two classes of spirits with which men may 
deal. Our correspondent, in the above, ad- 
mits the fact of angelic communication with 
the Patriarchs, though he thinks they were 
angels from the “Summer-land,” as he terms 
the Hadean world. Now Paul, in his epistle 
to the Galatians, says distinctly concerning 
the Mosaic law, that it was “orDAINED By 
ANGELS IN THE HANDS OF A MEDIATOR.” Ste- 
phen, also, in his address tothe Jews, just be- 
fore they stoned him to death, testified as fol- 
lows: “Yestiff-necked, and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.— 
Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted ? and they have slain those which 
showed before of the coming of the Just 
One ; of whom ye have been now the betray- 
ers and murderers; WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE 
LAW BY THE DISPOSITION OF ANGELS, and have 
not kept it.” 

Now, it was from this same law which 


mer-land. 


Stephen and Paul declare was given “ by the 
disposition of angels,” that we quoted the 
severe ordinances against those who dealt 
with familiar spirits, wizards, &c. Here then 
is a distinction made by the communicating 
spirits themselves. The angels who ordained 
the law, and who were the leaders: of the 
Patriarchs and Prophets of the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, recognized another class of spirits, 
and not only forbade communication with 
them, but ordained that whoever did commu- 
nicate and have fellowship with them, should 
be “cut off from his people” and punished 
with death. “A man also or a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall 
surely be put to death ; they shall stone them 
with stones ; their blood shall be upon them.” 
Lev. 20: 27. The two kinds of spiritual commu- 
nication thus recognized were manifestly antag- 
onistic. One was evil and the other good, 
One was favored by God and the other con- 
demned. One he made use of in the promul- 
gation of the law; the other was made the 
subject of the most severe penalties by that 
law. And so far as the persecution of medi- 
ums was concerned, the Jews, instead of ful- 
filling the commands of their law, and put- 
ting away from them false prophets and cor- 
rupt spiritual teachers, persecuted their in- 
structors in the law of God, and those who 
communicated the directions of his Spirit. 
The charge of Stephen against them was not 
that they had slain those with “ familiar 
spirits,” and purged themselves from evil 
communications—but that they resisted the 
Holy Ghost, that they had “ persecuted the 
prophets ;” that they had “ slain them which 
showed before of the coming of the Just 
One ;” that they had murdered this “Just One” 
—Christ ; that they had received thelaw,“ by 
the disposition of angels” and had not kept 
it. 

Now it is this distinction of spiritual com- 
munication that we especially assert, insist 
on, and labor to prove. Furthermore we 
insist that this distinction in regard to spirit- 
ual communications is based on the source 
from which they come, and the character of 
the communicating spirits. We maintain 
that the world of departed spirits, call it 
Hades or Summer-land, or what you choose, 
is not the source of angelic communication— 
is not the world where Christ, and the Father, 
and the Holy Angels, centrally dwell. It is 
not the world from which divine communica- 
tions proceed to this world. We see no 
prospect that our correspondent will agree 
with us, until he sees this primary fact in the 
science of the spiritual world. It is the dis- 
covery and apprehension of this fact which 
strips Modern Hadean Spiritualism of its as- 
sumption, and condemns its teachings. 

We have already, in the articleson “ Bible 
Spiritualism,” in the Circular of July 234d, re 
ferred to the communications recorded in the 
Bible, and shown their anti-Hadean character. 
We showed that there were only three instan- 
ces of communication with righteous spirits 
from Hades recorded; that all the others were 
from the angelic world. These three excep- 
tional instances, we again repeat, were—the 
appearance of Samuel, the appearance of Moses 
and Elijah at the scene of transfiguration, and 
the appearance of the saints who rose at the 
crucifixion of Christ. Our correspondent, 
however, in the above, and also in his previ- 
ous letter, refers to the passage in the Apoe- 
alypse of John, chap. 22, verses 8 and 9, to 
prove that angels are departed spirits. The 
passage in the common version is as follows: 
“And I John saw these things and heard 
them. And when I had heard and seen, | fell 
down to worship before the feet of the angel 
which showed me these things. Then saith 
he unto me, See thou do it not; for J am thy 
Fellow servant, and of thy brethren the proph- 
ets, and of them which keep the sayings of this 
book: worship God.” Unfortunately for our 
friend’s theory, all the evidence the above 
passage afford, sthat the angel who talked 
with John was a departed human spirit, is the 





result of a false translation of the original. 
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In the common translation, as above, the an- 
gel is represented as saying, “I am thy fellow- 
servant, and of thy brethren the prophets,” im- 
plying that he was one of the prophets. And 
as the communication was made to John be- 
fore the Second Coming, and therefore before 
the first resurrection, if he was one of the 
prophets, he must have come from Hades. 
But he does not say he is one of the prophets. 
A correct translation of the original reads as 
follows : 

“ And he saith unto me: See thou do it 
not; Jama fellow-servant of thee and of thy 
brethren the prophets, and of those who keep 
in mind the words of this book: worship 
God.” 

It is thus translated by Prof. Stuart in his 
Commentary on the Apocalypse. (See vol. 
2, page 391. Andover edition, 1845.) 

Prof. Stuart adds by way of comment: 

“The angel here declares that he is only 
one of the servants of God, in common with 
prophets and true Christians, and therefore is 
not entitled to the religious homage which is 
proffered. God is the only and proper object 
of such homage.” 

A passage similar to the above occurs in 
another place in the Apocalypse, chap. 19, v. 
10, which Stuart translates thus : 

“ And I fell at his feet to worship him; then 
saith he unto me: See thou do it not; 1 am 
thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren who 
hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God: 
(for the testimony of Jesus in the Spirit of 
prophecy.)” ° 

In his comment he says: “SunpovuLos sou 
[fellow-servant of thee] is very expressive 
here, q. d. [as if it were said] “Z am a servant 
aswell as thou.” Ton avetpuon sou [of the 
brethren of thee] has for its preceding and 
governing noun svnpouLos implied. The 
sum of the two clauses is: ‘I am a fellow- 
servant of John and of all who testify for 
Christ.’ Those who hold the testimony of Je- 
gus, must here hae reference to teachers or 
prophets, i. e. to those who in some way or 
other held and proclaimed the gospel. The 
angel means to say, that he was engaged in 
the same business as John himself, and acted 
(like him) in a subordinate capacity,” Speak- 
ing of the clause in parenthesis—“ For the tes- 
timony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”— 
Stuart says, that the speaker’s purpose in this 
is, to proffer a reason why the angel considers 
himself as nothing more than a fellow-servant. 
And what is that reason? Plainly it is this, 
viz., that John and his other fellow-witnesses 
for Jesus, being in possession of the testimo- 
ny respecting him, were partakers of the 
the spirit of prophecy, because the testimony 
respecting Jesus, in its full extent, must em- 
brace many things yet future, and which 
could be known only in a prophetic way.— 
Now inasmuch as the angel-interpreter came 
merely to aid John in the business of pre- 
diction or prophecy, he belongs to the 
same general class of ministerial agents as 
John himself. In other words: John and 
his coiidjutor are both sent on the same er- 
rand, are engaged in the same business, and 
are partakers of the same prophetic spirit.” 

From all this we think it is plainly shown 
that there is no evidence in Rev. 22: 8, 9, 
and 19 : 10, that the angel who communicated 
with John was one of the prophets, or a hu- 
man spirit at all. Jesus himself, speaking 
through him, calls him “his angel”—“I Jesus, 
have sent mine angel to testify unto you these 
things,” &c. 22: 16. Human spirits are 
“a little lower than the angels.” ‘What is 
man, that thou art mindful of him? or the 
son of man, that thou visitest him ? 
hast made him a little lower than the angels, 


and hast crowned him with glory and honor.” members, however, who has had considerable ex- 
Ps: 8:4, 5. Jesus when he assumed human] perience as a hunter and observer of birds, testi- 
nature, “was made alittle lower than the an-/| fies to the fact that it deposits its eggs in other 
gels.” “ Verily he took not on him the nature birds’ nests, and intrusts the rearing of its young 


of angels ; but he took on him the seed of Abra- to the bird it imposes upon. We find on exami- 
: nation, that this is confirmed by Wilson in his 


‘ American Ornithology. The following statement 
chapters of Hebrews and particularly 2:9, 16. by Wilson we find in a work on “The Architec- 
It will not do, friend G., to class the me-| ture of Birds,” published in Boston in 1831 ; 


ham.” See the whole of the first and second 


For thou similar habits. Indeed, it is reported in books 


Jesus, with the mediumship and teachings of 
Modern Hadean Spiritualism. The former 
belong to a distinct and higher order. Even 
if there were no other evidence of their dis- 
tinct and antagonistic sources, their peculiar, 
distinct and antagonistic magnetic character- 
istics would prove it. The Bible is a power- 
Sully magnetic book. It comes to us charged 
with the magnetism of those who wrote it— 
Moses, the prophets, Christ and the apostles. 
It is deeply charged with the spirit with 
which they were charged ; and this spirit acts 
upon the students of the Bible super-intellec- 
tually, with more or less effect, according to 
the impressibility and the amount of con- 
centration and the attention they give to it. 
A friend once wrote of the Bible: “ Feeling 
my attraction for the Bible continually in- 
creasing, | have asked myself—* What is it 
that makes it so attractive? Why does it satis- 
fy my heart more than any other book?” The 
more I read and study it the richer I find it. 
I have felt my heart flgw out toward it lately 
as to a beloved friend. It is evident that its 
power to charm does not consist in the mere 
letter or style of language: but we are con- 
scious that the soul—of which the word is 
the expression—iIs THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH.” 
This we believe to be the experience of all 
who love the Bible and apprehend its truths. 
They come within the nimbus of a spirit of 
purity and wondrous love. And not only 
does the letter of the Bible center in Christ 
and the angelic heavens, and lead the mind 
up to an interior and divine sphere, but the 
magnetism of the spirit whick inspired the 
Bible, which still flows through it, leads the 
heart to the same Fountain of Eternal Life. 
And this is in accordance with the words of 
Christ: “If any man ~will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, 
or whether | speak of myself.” 

Now we claim that this magnetic spirit of 
the Bible is essentially and vitally differ- 
ent from the magnetic element of Modern 
Spiritualism. Its effects are different, it at- 
tracts toa different center, to a different or- 
der of spirits. Its magnetism is full of rEs- 
URRECTION POWER, leading away from death, | 
and the world of the dead, to Christ, and the 
world of life which is in him. We think no 
one can testify that this is true of the mag- 
netism of Modern Hadean Spiritualism. 

Our space and time oblige us to defer the 
remainder of our correspondent’s letter, and 
further remark, till next week. , 

re 
A Community Journal. 





Anything whimsically out of proportion, asa 
tall hat on asmall boy, gives us a sense of the 
ludicrous; and while such exaggerations are 
usually the work of human caprice, nature her- 
self sometimes, in the arrangements of the un- 
reasoning animals, indulges in a strain of similar 
absurdity. A noted instance has come under our 
observation the past week. We have seen a little 
chipping-sparrow feeding and treating with the as- 
siduous care of a parent, two young birds of a 
different stock, and nearly twice as large as her- 
self. It was both amusing and pitiful to see the 
diligence with which the little bird explored for 
seeds and tit-bits, followed by two great whining 
gourmands, who did nothing but devour what she 
brought, and cry for more. The phenomenon 
was at first a mystery, but was explained by the 
information of those who have observed the tricks 
of birds, that the young fledglings were cow-birds, 
or American cuckoos, which had been surrep- 
titiously introduced into the sparrow household, 
and palmed off on the credulous philoprogenitive- 
ness of the parent-bird as their own. We had 
long ago heard of the shiftless habits of the Euro- 
pean cuckoo in this respect, but were not aware 
that the American bird of that name indulged in 


that it does not, and the “ New American Cyclo- 
pedia” makes the same statement. One of our 


‘nest, hung by the two upper edges on a small 


|whom the same charge is committed; but all 


economy of the cow-birds ; for such attachments 


breeding season, the female may be observed to 
desert her associates, assume a sickly aspect, and 
perch upon some eminence where she can recon- 
noitre the proceedings of birds in constructing 
their nests; but if she cannot from such a station 
make a discovery suitable for her purpose, she 
becomes restless, and flits about from tree to tree 
till she finds a nest to her mind. 


into a group of bushes in search of a nest, I de- 
termined to see the result, if practicable; and 
knowing how easily they are disconcerted by the 
near approach of man, 1 
proceeded slowly, sometimes seeing and some- 
times losing sight of her, till I had trayeled near- 
ly two miles along the margin of a creek. She 
entered every thick place, prying with the strict- 


evidence apparently unquestionable, the fact of 
another bird laying its eggs parasitically, like the 
cuckoo, in the nest of other birds. It has no im- 
mediate affinity to the cuckoos, which it so close- 
ly resembles in its habits of breeding as well as 
of migration. Of this singular habit in the case 
of the cow-bird, Wilson says, ‘I can myself 
speak with confidence from personal observation, 
and from the testimony of gentlemen, unknown 
to each other, residing in different and distant 
parts of the United States.’ It may prove inter- 
esting to give the history of the discovery in his 
own words. 

“*T had, in numerous instances, he says, 
‘found in the nests of three or four particular 
species of birds, one egg much larger and differ- 
ently marked from those beside it; I had re- 
marked that these odd-looking eggs were all of 
the same color, and marked measly in the same 
manner, in whatever nest they lay, though fre- 
quently the cage beside them were of quite a dif- 
erent tint; and I had also been told, in a vague 
way, that the cow bird laid in other birds’ nests. 
At length I detected the female of this very bird 
in the nest of the red-eyed flycatcher, which nest 
is very small, and very singularly constructed ; 
suspecting her purpose, I cautiously withdrew 
without disturbing her, and had the satisfaction 
to find, on my return, that the egg which she had 
just dropped corresponded as nearly as eggs of 
the same species usually do, in its size, tint, and 
—e to those formerly taken notice of.— 
Since that time I have found the young cow 
bunting, in many instances, in the nests of one or 
other of these small birds ; I have seen these last 
followed by the young cow-bird, calling out clam- 
orously for food, and often engaged in feeding it, 
and I have now, in a cage before me, a very 
fine one, which six months ago I took from 
the nest of the Maryland yellow-throat. I 
claim, however, no merit for a discovery not 
originally my own, these singular habits have 
long been known to people of observation resi- 
dent in the country, whose information in this 
case has preceded that of all our school-philoso- 
phers and closest naturalists, to whom the matter 
has till now been totally unknown. Those birds 
are frequently observed loitering singly about sol- 
itary thickets, reconnoitering, no doubt, for pro- 
per nurses, to whose care ~~ may commit the 
hatching of their eggs and the rearing of their 
helpless orphans. Among the birds selected for 
this duty are the following: the blue-bird (Sialia 
Wilsonw), which builds in a hollow tree; the chip- 
ping-sparrow es socialis) in a cedar bush; 
the golden-crowned thrush )7urdus auro-capillus), 
on the ground, in the shape of an oven; the red- 
eyed flycatcher (Sylvia alivacea), in a neat pensile 


sapling or drooping branch; the yellow-bird, in 
the fork of an alder ; the Maryland yellow-throat, 
on the ground at the roots of briar bushes; the 
white-eyed flycatcher (Muscicapa cantatriz), a pen- 
sile nest on the bending of a smilax vine, and the 
small blue-gray flycatcher (M. cerulea), also a pen- 
sile nest, fastened to the slender twigs of a tree, 
sometimes at the hight of fifty or sixty feet from 
the ground. There are, no doubt, others to 


these I have myself met with acting in that capa- 
city. Among these the yellow-throat and the 
red-eyed flycatcher appear to be particular ta- 
vorites, and the kindness and affectionate atten- 
tion which these two little birds seem to pay to 
their nurslings, fully justify the partiality of the 
parents. It is well known to those who have 
paid attention to the manner of birds, that, after 
their nest is fully finished, a day or two generally 
elapses before the female begins to lay. This de- 
lay is, in most cases, necessary to give firmness to 
the yet damp materials and allow them time to 
dry. In this state it is sometimes met with, and 
laid in by the cow-bunting, the result of which 
I have invariably found to be the desertion of the 
nest by its rightful owner, and the consequent loss 
of the egg thus dropped in it by the intruder. 
But when the owner herself has begun to lay, and 
there are one or more eggs in the nest before the 
cow-bunting deposits hers, the attachment of the 
roprietor is secured, and remains unshaken until 
incubation is fully performed and the little stran- 
ger is able to provide for itself.’ 

“ Besides these personal observations, Wilson re- 
ceived communications from various quarters, all 
corroborative of the singular habits just des- 
cribed; and, amongst others, one from Dr. Pot- 
ter, of Baltimore, the more interesting parts of 
which we shall endeavor to condense. He re- 
marked that the cow-birds do not appear to pair, 
no more than the cuckoos observed by Dr. Jen- 
ner, being scen during the breeding season in 
odd oreven numbers from one to twenty; and 
when a female separates from the company, her 
departure is not noticed, no gallant partner ac- 
companies her, nor manifests any solicitude in 
her absence; noris her return greeted by the 
fond tenderness which is so remarkable in most 
other birds. This want of reciprocal attachment, 
however, is quite consistent with the general 


would be superfluous, seeing that they neither 
build a nest nor nurse their own young. By 
watching a number of these birds during the 


“« Seeing a female,” says Dr. Potter, ‘ prying 


mounted my horse, and 


usually build, and at last darted suddenly into a 
thick copse of alders-(Alné) and briars, where sh« 
remained for five or six minutes, when she re- 
turned, soaring above the underwood, and re- 
turned to the company she had left feeding in the 
field. Upon entering the covert, I found the nest 
of a yellow-throat (Syleia Marylandica), with an 
ees of each. In the progress of the cow-bird 
along the creek’s side, she entered the thick 
boughs of a small cedar, and returned several 
times before she could prevail upon herself to quit 
the place; and, upon examination, I found a spar- 
row sitting on its nest, on which she no doubt 
would have stolen in the absence of the owner. 
It is, I believe, certain, that the cow-bird never 
makes a forcible entry upon the premises, by at- 
tacking other birds and ejecting them from their 
rightful tenements, although they are all, per- 
haps, inferior in strength, except the blue-bird, 
which, although otf a mild as well as affectionate 
disposition, makes a vigorous resistance when as- 
saulted. Like most tyrants and thieves, they are 
cowardly, and accomplish by stealth what they 
cannot obtain by force. 

“*The yellow-throat returned while I waited 
near the the spot, and darted into her nest, but 
returned immediately, and perched upon a bough 
near the place, remained a minute or two, and 
entered it again, returned and disappeared. In 
ten minutes she returned with the male. They 
chattered with great agitation for half an hour, 
seeming to participate the affront, and then left 
the place.’ 

“Tt is a most remarkable circumstance, that the 
eggs of the rightful owners of a nest, both in the 
instance of the cuckoo and the cow-bird, should 
always = - ar upon the young parasite being 
hatched. Dr. Potter is of opinion that it is the 
foster-mother which does this in the case of the 
cow-bird, and not the young of the latter, as Dr. 
Jenner and Colonel Montagu ascertained with 
| respect to the cuckoo. Some of the circumstan- 
, ces, indeed, mentioned by Dr. Potter, seem inex- 
plicable on any other supposition ; in the case, 
for example, of the nest of a blue-bird (Stalia Wil- 
soni), built in a hollow stump, containing five 
eggs of the owner and one of the cow-bird.— 
Three or four days after the discovery, he found 
a young cow-bird hatehed, and only three eggs 
remaining, and one of the two which had disap- 
peared, lying at the bottom of the stump and rot- 
ten, The cavity in the stump was a foot deep, 
the nest at the bottom, and the entrance perpen- 
dicular; and hence it would seem to follow that 
the eggs could not have been ejected by the young 
cow-bird, but must have been carried out o its 
foster-mother. This is a wise provision of nature 
under such circumstances; for if all the eggs 
were hatched, the nest could not contain the 
young, and unless the foster-parents attended ex- 
clusively to the parasite, the species might soon 
become extinct.” 

Can any one tell us whether the common Euro- 
pean cuckoo is ever foun? in this country ? 

Speaking of birds reminds us that in the meet- 
ing on Sunday evening the practice of molesting 
birds by the boys and others, was criticised, and 
the policy recommended and adopted for ali to 
avoid molesting the birds or their nests, to treat 
them kindly and encourage their presence on our 
grounds. They are valuable assistants to the 
fruit-growers, in destroying insects, and in this 
way more than pay for the fruit which some cf 
them occasionally eat. 

The summer thus far has been more than usu- 
ally warm and dry. July has been opulent in 
clear, hot days, and August continues the pro- 
gramme of its predecessor. We note the nights 
of late as especially pleasant, presided over by the 
large moon, and less chilly than our Central New- 
York summer nights generally are. 

Our Sunday afternoon meetings increase in in- 
terest. They are simply conducted. A hymn is 
first sung, then follows an original discourse by 
some member, or reading from past publications, 
sometimes interspersed with comment and ad- 
ditional remarks on them ; another hymn is sung 
and the meeting closes. We shall aim to avoid 
formality, and seek for vital, and as far as possi- 
ble, spontaneous ways. On Sunday, the 26th, Mr. 
G. W. Noyes gave an address on Bible Commur- 
ism, proving it to be an order of society resulting 
naturally and irresistibly from the operation of 
the Gospel of Christ on the individual. Christ is 
the center of our Commuuity movement, and the 
spirit of unity which flows from him, tends to 
unite in a new organic order all who come to him 
and receive him. Last Sunday Mr. E. H. Hamilton 
presented the subject of Inspiration. 


We like the simple, hearty spirit of the follow- 
ing confession : 
Vienna, N. Y., July, 1862. 

DEAR BroruHER :—We wish to write a few 
lines to you in relation to our views in regard to 
your Association. It is about five years since our 
attention has been drawn to the subject, and about 
two years since we have felt more particularly in- 
terested. From that time we have been reading 
your books very attentively, and by that means 
we have become fully convinced of the truths 
therein contained; and in visiting the Commu- 
nity it was for the purpose of becoming acquain- 
ted with your people with the view of uniting 
with you, ifin your view we should be proper 
subjects for members of the true Church of Christ. 
In our first visit to you we felt our hearts irresis - 
tibly drawn toward your peuple, which feeling 
has been increasing since that time, On our vie- 
its to you we felt that we were surrounded with 











diumship of the Bible and the teachings of 


“We are indebted to Wilson for establishing upon jest scrutiny into places where the small birds 


the spirit of love, and we feel that we are really 
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one in heart with you. We would say in rela- 
tion to our past experience, we sought the Lord 
in our youthful days; and since that time have 
been striving to keep the leading star in view, 
pressing our way forward toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus, We believe that Christ is the author and 
finisher of our faith, that he is able to save from all 
sin and will accomplish for his Church all he has 
said in his word. We believe mankind are to be- 
come united as one in Christ, and the world made 
beautiful and full of love, when the will of God is 
done on earth as itis in heaven. We desire to 
come out from the world and be separate, and 
give up all for Christ, and confess him before the 
world, so that he may not be ashamed to confess 
us before the Father. We have full confidence in 
the Community that you are far in advance of 
all other Associations, and are tending to the final 
unity in Christ of the people of God, and we de- 
sire to be identified with you in this great work. 
Yours truly, Gro. W. CovELt. 
Mary E. Covet. 





~ CORRESPONDENCE. _ 
A Soldier's Letter. 








A young friend in the Army of the Potomac, 
who passed through the late campaigns unhurt, 
writes as follows: 

Aldie, Va., June 23! 1863. 

To give you a detailed account of our move- 
ments would be tedious and uninteresting; so IT 
will sum it up in as few words as possible. 

We left our old camp at Stoneman’s Switch 
(near Falmouth), on May 20th , moving up the 
river and halting for two or three days at several 
of the many fords, guarding,them up to the 12th. 
On the night of the 12th, we left the river, moving 
north by the most direct route for Centreville; 
which we reached on -the 15th. From Centre- 
ville we marched to this place on the 16th. Here 
we have remained up to the present date, doing 
picket duty, &c. Aldie is situated on the Alex- 
andria and Winchester Pike, between the Bnill 
Run and Kittoctan mountains. On Sunday morn- 
ing last, at 3 o’clock, we were aroused from our 
slumbers by the shrill notes of the bugle, and or- 
dered to prepare to march immediately, taking 
nothing but rations. In fifteen minutes we were 
on the road, in search of the enemy, of course.— 
By half-past six o’clock we had reached Middle- 
burgh, five miles distant. Here we rested thirty 
or forty minutes, and then again moved forward. 
About two miles and ahalf beyond the town we 
found the enemy well posted and in readiness to 
receive us. Our whole brigade was formed in 
line of battle, with a strong line of skirmishers 
and sharp-shooters thrown out in advance, and 
at eight anda half o’clock the ball was opened 
on our part by a battery of rifled guns, which 
were immedrately replied to, without any damage 
to us, however. Our skirmishers were immedi- 
ately ordered to advance, which they did at such 
a rapid pace that the enemy did not deem it pru- 
dent to wait for them to come up. The fighting 
all day was much of the same character, so far 
as the infantry was concerned. The loss in our 
regiment was but one killed, and two woun- 
ded. We fought the enemy all day, driving him 
some ten miles, into Ashby’s Gap. Monday 
we returned to camp very leisurely, without 
pressure from the enemy. The ground we 
fought over, abounded in stone-walls over which 
we had to clamber, in consequence of which 
we have been termed by some the “ Stone-wall 
Brigade.” The country about here is so different 
from any I have before traversed that I hardly re- 
alize that Iam in Virginia. The farms are well 
kept and have a more civilized and modern look 
than in most parts of the Old Dominion, and the 
soil is much more fertile. 

Piercersville, Va., Fuly 19. 

I shall now try to finish this letter so long ago 
commenced. The discrepancy in the dates is at- 
tributable mainly to the events which have oc- 
curred since the first date. 

We left our camp at Aldie on the 26th ult., 
and by a series of rapid marches reached Gettys- 
burgh about midnight of the ist. We were but 
five days marching the distance (100 miles or so) 
as we stopped over Sunday, the 28th, at Freder- 
ick City, Md. We received many little at- 
tentions at the hands of the loyal Marylanders, 
who seemed in most instances glad to see us. In 
one instance I saw an old man giving out ham 
and bread and butter to the hungry men as they 
passed. I did not get any, as the crowd was too 
large before I came up. We were not as well re- 
ceived by the Pennsylvanians, who were for the 
most part Dutch or of Dutch descent, and too par- 
simonious and selfish to receive us otherwise than 
as they did. 

Of the battle of Gettysburgh it is unnecessary 
for me to speak further than my own immediate 
connection with it may require. As I have al- 

-ready mentioned, we reached the vicinity of Get- 





tysburg about midnight of the 1st. As soon as 
we received orders to bivouac, we stretched our- 
selves upon the ground and were speedily oblivi- 
ous to all connected with the outer world. At 
4 o’clock we were aroused by the sound of the 
bugle, and maneuvered during the forenoon until 
we got into the position desired. We were not 
again disturbed until about half-past three, when 
we were ordered forward in haste to the extreme 
left of our line which we reached just in time to 
prevent the accomplishment of an attempt to turn 
the left flank of our army, which, if successful, 
would have turned our great victory into a defeat. 
Our brigade had scarcely got into position, when 
the enemy made their appearance but a short dis- 
tance off, and we were greeted with a perfect show- 
er of bullets. For three hours the firing was con- 
tinued without intermission. During the time, 
the enemy made four or five different charges 
upon our line, but were completely repulsed in 
every instance and finally criven from the field.— 
Our regiment captured about 100 prisoners. One 
regiment of our brigade (the 20th Maine), cap- 
tured more than their own number in prisoners. 
The man next to me was dangerously wounded, 
and many bullets came uncomfortably near me, 
but I came off without any holes in my clothes.— 
This was on the 2d. After dark our company 
was sent out on picket duty, and our line ad- 
vanced some 200 feet. The ground was almost 
literally covered with dead and wounded. They 
belonged to the Texas and Alabama brigades, 
and claimed never to have been repulsed before, 
though they had been in all the battles of the 
army. On the morning of the 3¢ we were re- 
lieved by fresh troops, and moved to the rear, 
forming part of a second line, which we in- 
trenched. We remained in this position for 48 
hours, making ourselves as comfortable as the 
rain would permit. Sunday we moved out over 
the field, and were employed in gathering arms 
and burying the dead. At night we moved off in 
chase of Lee’s army, which, as you are no doubt 
aware, we overhauled in the neighborhood of the 
Antietam battle ground. We did not, as was 
generally expected, give him battle. 

We are once more polluting the “sacred soil” 
with our hated tread, in pursuit of the flying 
enemy. We are now in the Loudon valley, near 
Snicker’s Gap, and shall probably move in a 
southerly direction as fast as possible. We have 
not been 48 hours in one place since we left Aldie, 
and have had very little pleasant weather ; which, 
in combination with the fatigue incident to such 
continuous and rapid marching, is the reason why 
I have not sent you a letter sooner. Hope I 
shall not be so long in getting off my next. Love 
to all. Witha heart full of thankfulness to God 
for his watchful care of me through storm and 
battle, I remain as ever, 

Your affectionate brother, Epwi. 





From Tropical India. 





A relation of one of our associates writing 
from Madras, India, gives a description of the 
natural features and climate of that region from 
which we extract as follows : 

I dare say you will regret that while writing, 
we do not enter more into descriptions of India, 
of the people, country, towns, vegetation, &c. I 
think myself that it is but kind to do so; but it is 
but an indifferent task, when you dislike every 
thing connected with a country, to have to de- 
scribe it. 

The fact is, that every thing the eye falls upon, 
even every sound, is so entirely dissimilar to any- 
thing one sees in America, that unless the reader 
has himself been in tropical countries, he can 
form but an erroneous and faint idea of things 
here. 

I can name the vegetation, but that is not see- 
ing it. That of all these parts of India, at least 
that which grows to any size, is purely tropical ; 
such as palms (or cocoanut trees,) plantain and 
banana plants; but the most conspicuous ob- 
jects in this line in the Madras Presidency, are 
mangoe and banyan trees, the latter rather scarce; 
while the plains as far as the mountains, are well 
sprinkled with the palmyra (or palmetto), a tree 
somewhat resembling the cocoanut tree, only less 
picturesque and more useful to the natives. The 
suburbs of Madras, as well as most towns in India, 
and many of the public roads, are well shaded 
with a tree resembling the elms at New Haven, 
Conn. Along the rivers and other wet situa- 
tions, the cocoanut trees prevail, in dense and 
gorgeous array; but on the sandy plains of the 
interior, the palmetto is the only vegetable pro- 
duct of much size. ; 

As for the towns, it would be hard to say any- 
thing in their favor. Close, hot, dirty-looking 
houses, of one or two stories, with flat roofs, form 
the main features of the European portion; 
while a large sprinkling of native huts, low and 
dirty, form the suburbs, through the streets of 
which swarms of natives in every variety of 
garb, from the. naked savage to the semi-clad 





high castes, are forever passing. The whole is 
rendered more unattractive by endless clouds of 
sand and dust, which never are polluted with a 
drop of water, except during the rainy season, 
when mud is the order of the day. There are 
no places of public amusement, and the society 
being mostly “ East Indian” or half caste, soci- 
ety of Europeans is limited. 

To crown all, the heat is excessive, eternal, all 
pervading, rendering life in India a burden.— 
Except in the cooler climate of the hills, among 
the coffee plantations, heavy clothes are unknown. 
Cotton and linen are sufficient, the ‘year round. 
There is no change for many months of the 
year, either in the climate or the mode of pass- 
ing the time. One day is the counterpart of the 
next, one month is the type of the twelve, and 
except the change from night to day, there is lit- 
tle to remind one of the passage of time. Boy- 
hood melts into manhood and manhood into old 
age, while the change is as unnoticed, as rapid. 

One can appreciate the great advantage of the 
divisions of time formed by the different seasons 
of the north, from their absence. Although I 
might fill many sheets with descriptions of all 
I have seen and experienced in this land of the 
sun, I will postpone any further dilations on the 
country for the present, merely saying that we 
are dissatisfied with it, and propose, however 
long postponed, ultimately to return to America. 

OSE Oe 


The Will of God. 





“ And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 

There is a depth of meaning and interest in 
this passage and its context, that is not easily 
exhausted. The expression, “that good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect will of God” is somewhat 
peculiar and will bear study. The will of God; 
as manifested in events and transactions, as they 
occur from day to day in this world, seems any- 
thing but good and acceptable and perfect to a 
worldly minded man. That will seems to in- 
volve any amount of losses and crosses and dis- 
appointments, to such a mind. Hence the perti- 
nence of the exhortation, “ be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your minds.” According to 
Paul’s view, this transforming and renewing en- 
ables us to prove that this will of God is indeed 
good and acceptable and perfect. 

This proposition need not be assumed and 
declared in the wistful, wo-begone sort of way in 
which men often say, ‘‘God knows best;” “ His 
will be done,” &c., but it may be actually proved 
in the believer’s consciousness. 

There is no doubt that God is perfectly 
well pleased and satisfied with the carrying out of 
his own will in respect to all things. And this 
transformation and renewing of our minds, in- 
volves the uniting and combining of our wills 
with God’s will, in such a manner that we feel 
that in proving or carrying out his will, we are 
actually pushing forward our own enterprises. 
In that frame of mind, we are in a state where 
the will of God becomes truly good and accept- 
able. Indeed, we may arrive at a state where 
the will of God may become to us the dearest and 
most highly valued thing in the universe, where 
we may truly say as Christ did, that it is our 
meat to do the willof our Father in heaven. No 
conceivable temporary good will then be able to 
stand for a moment as a rival to our love of the 
good, perfect, and acceptable will of God. 

H. J. 8. 
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Thankfulness. 





Who has not at times felt the unspeakable value 
of thankfulness, and when in trial and suffering 
experienced that the first ray of hope and light 
came from the determination to be thankful? It 
is indeed a pearl of great price, and should be 
diligently sought after and cultivated by all. “In 
every thing to give thanks,” is an antidote for 
all troubles. Let our sufferings be what they 
may, if we are only thankful, we shall soon 
realize that our trials are working in usthe peace- 
able fruits of righteousness. Though the God- 
meaning of our experience, the gem that lies be- 
neath the suffering, may for the time be hidden 
from view, it will eventually be brought to light, 
and we shall realize and see it. By being thank- 
ful, we touch God ; put ourselves in communica- 
tion with Him. ‘“ Blessed are the pure in heart : 
for they shall see God:” and who can be pure in 
heart who is not thankful and perfectly reconciled 
to God’s dealings and arrangements ? 

CaRRIE. 
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Yale College. 

At the Alumni meeting at the recent com- 
mencement of Yale College, several very liberal 
bequests to that institution were announced. Jo- 
seph Battell, Esq., gives $30,000 for the erection 
of anew Chapel. 8. B. Chittenden, Esq., endows 
the pastorate of the College with $30,000. The 


Theological department receives now a fund of 
$25,000, of which $15,000 is a bequest left by Prof. 
Goodrich. The Scientific school is the recipient 
of the lands granted to the State for agricultural 
purposes—180,000, acres. The vacancy in the 
Chair of English literature has been filled by the 
choice of Cyrus Northrop, editor of the New Ha- 
ven Palladium, a graduate of the class of 1857. 
There is a rumor in the papers, but not au thenti- 
cated,’ that, through the munificence of a dis- 
tinguished American, now resident in London, 8 
new geological cabinet will soon be erected, at a 
cost of $100,000. 
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What Might be Done. 

The Independent, in an article on “ Money as 
Master and Servant,” says : 

There are more than one hundred men in the 
city of New York who have each a yearly income 
of fifty thousand dollars or more, varying from 
fifty thousand to three millions. What a power 
these men have—a power they never dreamed of 
—a power sufficient to shake the world—a power 
to increase, entirely beyond human comprehen- 


child in the nation—a power to make themselves 
reel and stagger with earthly joy and delight—ea 
power to make heaven and earth vocal with praise 
in view of the manifold treasures of good which 
they could cause to flow in every direction. 

We have clubs, composed of all sorts of men, for 
all sorts of purposes. We have club-houses where 
men congregate to kill time—to “eat, drink, 
(smoke, chew,) and be merry.” We have also 
clubs to promote many good objects, to encourage 
art, to stimulate a thirst for literature, to gather 
historical knowledge, to cultivate music, to mul- 
tiply graces and refinements, and to do all sorts 
of desirable things. We have clubs, societies, or 
organizations, on a larger scale, to help the poor, 
to send the Gospel to the heathen, to publish 
Bibles and tracts, to minister to all the social 
moral, political, and religious wants of man.— 
Now let us have a few clubs of another class, the 
express object of which shall be to do good ona 
large scale. A club of rich men—a club of mil- 
lionaires—a club of merchant princes—a club of 
men who don’t know what to do with their an- 
nual income, except to increase it from year to 
year. What a revenue of happiness and glory a, 
few such clubs could produce! We don’t say 
their combined labor would equal the work of 
all the Christian missionaries now toiling on every 
benighted foreign shore. It might, however, if it 
was baptized with a true, heroic, Christian spirit. 
We don’t say that they would put to shame all 


ings they might confer upon the race if their 
whole power and strength was put forth. But 
could they not do so, if they were animated and 
Jived with the spirit of the Divine Master ? 
—- -— —~ mee 

Sunshine. 


Seclusion from sunshine is one of the mis- 
fortunes of our civilized life. ‘The samecause 
which makes potato vines white and sickly, 
when grown in the dark cellars, operates to 
produce the pale, sickly girls that are reared 
in our parlors. Expose either to the direct 
rays of the sun, and they begin to show color 
health and strength. One of the ablest law 
yers in our country—a victim of long and hard 
brain-labor, came to me a year ago, suffering 
with partial paralysis. The right leg and hip 
were reduced in size with constant pain in 
the loins. He was obliged, in coming up 
stairs to raise the left foot first, on every stair, 
dragging the right one after it. Pale, feeble, 
miserable, he told me he had been failing for 
several years, and closed with “My work, 
is done. At sixty, ] find myself’worn out.” 
I directed him, to lie down under a large win- 
dow, and allow the sun to fall upon every 
part of his body ; at first, ten minutes a day, 
increasing the time until he could expose 
himself to the direct rays of the sun a full 
hour. His habits were not essentially 
altered in any other particular. In six months 
he came running up stairs like a vigorous man 
of forty, and declared, with sparkling eyes, 
“] have twenty years more of work in me.” 


rheumatic, and hypochondriacal people into 
health, by the sun-curz. I have so many 
facts illustrating the wonderful power of the 
sun’s direct rays in curing certain classes of 
invalids, that I have seriously thought of 
publishing a work to be denominated the 





“ Sun-cure.” Dr. Dio Lewis. 


sion, the happiness of every man, woman, and 


Christendom in the aggregate benefits and bless- , 


I have assisted many dyspeptic, neuraligic,’ 
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